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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Summer, Fall, Winter… What happened to Fall? Less than a week after the official beginning of Fall, and 

we have some of the more extreme Winter conditions – less the cold temperatures. This is my thirtieth 

year teaching, all of which have been in the Catholic system, and I can say that this is the first time 

school has been closed in advance due to a snow day. While within my tenure, I was pretty sure I would 

see a ‘snow day’, I wasn’t expecting it to be in September! Perhaps October will bring better weather con-

ditions…. 

Regardless of the weather, October is a pretty special month in that Canadians get to celebrate Thanks-

giving during this month. This year, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving on October 14, 2019. I feel 

blessed to live in such a great community – the school where I teach, the city in which I live, and the 

country I get to call ‘home’ - and need to remind myself more often of how fortunate I truly am. 

As mentioned, I feel blessed to work within the Ecole Saint Mary community. A large part of this is due to 

the passion of parents, particularly those who volunteer their time within the School Council. At the Sep-

tember meeting, the executive for this year were chosen: Michael Pirot (chairperson), Heather Wirzba 

(vice chairperson), Fee McLean (secretary), and Meighan Moffitt (treasurer). For more information re-

garding the council and upcoming meetings, please visit the website. The October meeting is going to be 

on Tuesday, October 22 at 6:00 p.m. If you were unable to make the first meeting, please know you are 

more than welcome and encouraged to attend any additional meetings. By synergizing, we can only im-

prove what is already a good thing. 

In the spirit of thankfulness, we sometimes need to look at those who may be less fortunate. Our FCC 

Drive Away Hunger campaign will be running from the beginning of October until October 17, 2019. Dur-

ing this time, students will be encouraged to bring non-perishable food items to the school. These will be 

collected by the homeroom teacher, and then forwarded to the FCC, who will then ensure that they are 

delivered to the food banks. Since the onset of this program, the FCC has donated over 29 million 

pounds of non-perishable food items to food banks across Canada. This project fits in perfectly with the 

Corporal Work of Mercy that asks us to ‘Feed the Hungry’. It also ties in nicely with our current faith 

theme, allowing us to be mindful of God’s presence. 

I also want to remind everyone that we will be setting aside two evening this month, October 16 and Oc-

tober 17, to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss the setting and ways to attain goals for this aca-

demic year. This is in lieu of the parent-teacher interviews that typically follow the distribution of the re-

port card. Our hope is that parents/guardians can become more active participants at an earlier stage in 

their child’s school year. You will still need to book a time to visit with your child’s teacher. Our school 

uses ‘Conference Manager’ to allow you to book on-line, and it should be opened by October 7. Infor-

mation on how to schedule interviews will be sent home with your child; as always, should you need any 

assistance please feel free to contact the office. 

On a final note, October is also the month dedicated to the Holy Rosary. While a number of classes will 

be exploring the rosary as a form of prayer, we are also encouraging our students to use this form of 

prayer at home. Again, thank you for entrusting your child to our care. I feel truly blessed to be a part of 

this incredible endeavor.  

 

I hope that you all have an amazing and blessed Thanksgiving! 

God bless!   



SchoolMessenger 

 

A Note From Mrs. Bouchard 

September was a great month! With the beginning of the school we began our new three-year faith 

theme: Making our Mark, Journey of an Intentional Disciple. We are focusing on this year’s theme 

‘Beginning the Journey.’  

During Gospel Time in September, Mr. Monaghan and I shared and discussed prayers of blessing with 

the students. We learned about our new faith theme for the year. We have been asking the question 

“Where did you see God today?” We are encouraging students to be mindful of God’s presence and 

prayerful. If we open our eyes and our heart, the possibility of seeing God’s grace is endless. 

We were very blessed to have had Father Kevin celebrate our Opening Mass with us. We were delighted 

to welcome new and returning families to our school community with our Family Blessing and Welcome 

back BBQ. It is fitting that we celebrate the new school year together in prayer. 

During the month of October, our grade two’s will be hosting a Thanksgiving celebration on Friday, Octo-

ber 11th at 10:30 am. We invite you to join us. During October, we will be focusing on prayers of 

Thanksgiving. We will continue to think about being thankful for our blessings. We will al-

so work towards being mindful of God’s presence and prayerful. We all wish you a very 

Happy Thanksgiving. We are grateful for you and your family.  

 

“Make me to know your ways O Lord, teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me,  for you are the God of my salvation.” 

Psalm 25:4-5 



SCHOOL FEES ARE NOW DUE 
Thank you to those families who have paid their 2019-2020 school fees. It is greatly appreciated.    

      

Early Learning Program fees are due each month.  Rates are as follows: 

 - attends 2 times per week = $100.00 per month 

 - attends 3 times per week = $125.00 per month 

     - attends 4 times per week = $175.00 per month 

 - attends 5 times per week = $195.00 per month 

 

Kinderplay fees are $300.00 per month. 

Payment is to be made on School Cash Online. There is a link on our Home Page. 

 

Kindergarten Program Fees are $50.00 a year per child - that supports field trips for the Kindergarten 

students. 

 

Grade 1 to 6 Student School Fees are $40.00 a year per child and are NOW DUE! 

 

Holy Spirit Transportation Fees 

 
Monthly bus passes for those students who are eligible will 

be available each month to purchase for $20.00 Through 

School Cash Online. Yearly bus passes are also available. 

Please be aware that the bus drivers will request to see your 

child’s current monthly bus pass as they board the school 

buses. If they do not have a current bus pass transportation 

will NOT be provided.   

Cooler Weather 
 

Fall is here! Do you know what that means? Cooler weather will be here sooner than you 

think. Make sure you check the weather report each morning before your child is 

dressed and out the door! Please ensure that they are properly equip with the clothing 

they will need for the ever changing weather that may arise here in Lethbridge! 

Run Club 
 

Run Club will be on Monday’s and Wednesday’s until October 9, 2019—Weather permitting. They go from 3:oo-

4:00p.m.  On the selected dates. Run Club will be picking things back up come spring time! 



FCC Drive Away Hunger 2019 
 

When it comes to our basic needs in life, food is at the top of the list. Most of us are fortunate to have 

enough to eat. Not everyone is so lucky. From October 8 until October 18, we’ll be collecting food for this 

worthy cause. 

No One Should Go Hungry 
Farm Credit Canada is passionate about FCC Drive Away Hunger, the largest employee-led food drive in Can-

ada. It’s a way we can all come together to help Canadian food banks help those who go hungry – including 

kids, who sadly make up 36 per cent of people who rely on food banks in our country. 

Most Needed Items: 
 Pasta, rice and sauces 

 Canned meats and fish 

 Meat alternatives (packaged nuts, peanut butter, soy) 

 Beans, soups and stews 

 Canned and powdered milk 

 Canned fruits and vegetables 

 Whole grain cereals 

 Infant foods and formula 

 Cooking supplies (flour, oil, spices) 

 Cash for the food bank to purchase fresh items 

 

Perfect Attendance!! 
 
Way to go!! Congratulations to the 191 students who received Perfect Attendance for the 

month of September!!! The Perfect Attendees who were awarded $20.00 for their dedication 

for the month of September were: 

 

Holt W of 2MI 

Oliver C of 5BI 

House Team News 
Congratulations to the Black Bears for earning the most House Team points in September. Also congratulations to the Black 

Bears again for their great participation in Team Color Day!!! 

 

 

October 18 - Comfy Clothing Day: Students will earn 10 points for wearing their comfiest clothes! 
 

October 31 - Halloween Costumes: Students will earn 10 points for wearing a Halloween costume or 5 points for wearing 

black and orange! 



October/Octobre 

2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

3-4PM 

Rub Club 

FCC Food Drive Please donate non-perishable food items for this worthy cause! Oct. 8-18, 2019 

Comfy Clothing 
Day 

3-4PM 

Rub Club 
3-4PM 

Rub Club 

Bishop’s 

Dinner 

Picture 

RETAKE 

Goal Setting Evenings for             
Student, Parent and Teacher 

from 4:00 to 7:00 PM 

PD Day! 

NO 

SCHOOL! 

Halloween 

Wear a cos-

tume or black 

and orange to 

earn House 

Team Points!! 

FCC Food Drive 

Pick-up 

School 

Council 

Meeting 

6PM 

Last day of Run Club for 2019 is October 9 

Board 
Meeting 


